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Migration in Greece 

 One out of the two million people who entered the European Union since 2014 

used the Eastern Mediterranean sea route (UNHCR, 2019).  

 In fact, in 2016, Greece became the first European country with the highest number 

of asylum applications compared to its population (Lodovici et al., 2017). 

 Today in Greece, there are more than 115.600 new migrants and refugees 

(UNHCR, 2020).  

 There are currently 28 mainland long term accommodation sites, one transit site 

and 1 site with 9 hotels (IOM, 2020).  

 The organizational complexity of the current governance of reception, the multi-

actor involvement, the centralized decision-making model, the increased 

competition over the same jobs, the degradation of the environment, the escalation 

of crime and the demographic changes raised local concerns. 

 As a result, in Greece, there is an ongoing political debate on the appropriate 

placement policy of the immigrant population arriving in the country so as to 

strengthen their integration outcomes and serve the crucial goal of social inclusion. 
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Research Questions-Contribution 

This paper: 

 focuses on the evaluation of the internal redistribution policy of immigrants and 

refugees in Greece as described by the current reception and accommodation 

scheme implemented in the country,  

 extends the literature on the immigrants’ and refugees’ integration in their host 

countries as well as the governance of migration, 

 unveils the effectiveness of the implemented immigrants’ and refugees’ allocation 

policies in Greece,  

 compares it with other European countries’ immigrants’ and refugees’ placement 

practices,  

 illuminates the reasoning for the current settlement, 

 provides the decision makers with policy suggestions on alternative allocation 

policies. 
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The Value of Integration 

 The geographical context, the personal characteristics and the synergies between 

the two play a critical role in the refugees’ integration outcomes (Bansak et al., 

2018).  

 The settlement and integration nexus involves the satisfaction of migrants’ personal 

needs like housing, their access to employment and their civic participation 

(Murphy, 2010).  

 The labor market integration of immigrants is an economically rational response 

towards migration and plays a crucial role to the successful settlement of the 

migrant population.  

 The allocation mechanism for the immigrants and refugees is one of the first 

measures of the integration policy (Askim and Hernes, 2017).  

 Whether governments face the option of a fair spatial dispersion between the 

regions or an optimal cost minimizing allocation process, it is also highly 

significant to take into account the integration outcomes of the migrants which are 

relevant to the housing conditions (OECD, 2018).  
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The Model (scenario 1) 

Preferences 

2010 to 2019 

Employment rate 
Unemployment 

rate 
Activity rate 

Less than 

primary, primary 

and lower 

secondary 

education 

Population 

min/max max min max min max 

Weight 1 1 1 1 1 

Preferences 

function 
Usual Usual Usual Usual Linear 

thresholds absolute absolute absolute absolute absolute 

Q: Indifference n/a n/a n/a n/a 5 

P: Preference n/a n/a n/a n/a 20 
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PROMETHEE Ranking (scenario 1) 
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The Model (scenario 2) 

Preferences 

2010 to 2019 

Employment rate 
Unemployment 

rate 
Activity rate 

Less than 

primary, primary 

and lower 

secondary 

education 

Population 

min/max max min max min 
max 

Weight 1 1 1 1 
1 

Preferences 

function 
Linear Linear Linear Linear 

Linear 

thresholds absolute absolute absolute absolute 
absolute 

Q: Indifference 2 2 2 5 
5 

P: Preference 4 4 4 10 
20 
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PROMETHEE Ranking (scenario 2) 
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Sensitivity Analysis (scenario 1) 

Stability Intervals  in %  

  2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Employme

nt rate 

19,73-

21,16 

16,29-

23,83 

18,26-

23,95 

17,56-

22,15 

16,80-

20,12 

17,38-

22,33 

13,72-

20,21 

19,11-

21,21 

18,70-

25,23 

19,03-

20,07 

Unemploy

ment rate 

19,64-

21,56 

14,16-

23,09 

17,53-

21,74 

19,31-

23,97 

19,00-

20,37 

17,40-

25,58 

19,14-

25,00 

18,92-

20,44 

18,86-

25,76 

18,83-

20,15 

Activity 

rate 

19,73-

20,81 

17,55-

25,59 

17,42-

22,88 

18,42-

21,98 

15,95-

20,37 

17,92-

21,73 

17,13-

20,42 

19,11-

20,17 

17,10-

21,75 

19,93-

25,37 

Less than 

primary, 

primary 

and lower 

secondary 

education  

17,94-

20,15 

17,08-

22,03 

17,42-

21,54 

18,08-

20,38 

18,78-

20,37 

18,64-

20,84 

18,26-

23,67 

19,69-

20,87 

15,13-

22,18 

19,61-

21,14 

Population 
18,33-

20,27 

15,12-

22,75 

14,89-

22,05 

18,01-

25,08 

19,94-

23,43 

15,96-

26,86 

19,81-

24,41 

19,60-

21,95 

15,26-

21,32 

19,62-

21,22 
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Sensitivity Analysis (scenario 2) 

Stability Intervals  in %  

  2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Employmen

t rate 

19,92-

24,87 

18,37-

24,22 

14,25-

23,30 

13,40-

20,06 

19,58-

21,42 

16,99-

22,40 

18,63-

20,21 

17,92-

21,38 

18,05-

22,16 

19,64-

21,98 

Unemploy

ment rate 

19,84-

26,68 

16,54-

23,40 

17,68-

22,32 

19,20-

20,08 

18,85-

21,11 

17,58-

20,30 

19,42-

21,20 

18,71-

20,84 

15,64-

21,65 

19,67-

22,07 

Activity 

rate 

19,94-

21,97 

19,16-

22,22 

16,65-

21,59 

15,74-

21,65 

19,09-

22,45 

17,55-

21,75 

19,51-

22,39 

18,47-

20,76 

17,54-

22,29 

18,06-

21,06 

Less than 

primary, 

primary and 

lower 

secondary 

education  

17,33-

20,05 

16,81-

21,59 

17,02-

24,45 

19,92-

20,65 

19,05-

20,41 

19,82-

22,16 

17,74-

21,07 

18,77-

22,02 

18,50-

22,79 

18,95-

20,34 

Population 
17,71-

20,07 

16,89-

21,13 

17,51-

25,50 

19,94-

26,73 

18,57-

20,44 

18,05-

20,32 

19,50-

25,85 

18,37-

22,62 

16,79-

21,11 

16,33-

20,54 
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